6 May 1836.— 6 Will. IV. 




(Ireland.) 



A 



BILL 



To amend an Act passed in the Seventh and Eighth Years of 
the Reign of His Majesty King George the Fourth, for the 
better Administration of Justice at the holding of Petty 
Sessions by Justices of the Peace in Ireland. 



[Note. — The Words printed in Italics are proposed to be inserted in 
the Committee.] 



Gfe lit cfe a £> by an Act passed in the seventh and eighth 
years of the reign of his late Majesty King George the 
Fourth, intituled, “ An Act for the better Administration of Justice at 
the holding of Petty Sessions by Justices of the Peace in Ireland,” 
5 it was enacted, that it should and might be lawful to and for the 
Justices of the Peace, save and except within the county of Cork, 
within their respective jurisdictions, at the January Sessions to be 
holden next after the passing of that Act, to divide the county, county 
of a city, or county of a town, for which such Sessions should be holden, 
to into districts, for the purposes of that Act, in manner in the said Act 
mentioned: And whereas there are some counties in Ireland which 
were not so divided at the January Sessions holden next after the 
passsing of the said Act, and it is expedient that the same should 
be' so divided, notwithstanding the time for doing so has expired 
1 5 2BC it therefore flEnactefc, by The KING’S most Excellent Majesty, 
by and with the Advice and Consent of the Lords Spiritual and 
Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, and 
by the Authority of the same, THAT it shall and may be lawful to 
and for the Justices of the Peace, save anu except the county 

20 of Cork, of any county, county of a city, or county of a town, which 
has not been divided into districts for holding Petty Sessions under 
the said recited Act, and they are hereby required, within their 
2 4 3- a respective 
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respective jurisdictions, at the October Sessions to lie holdea 
after the passing of this Act, or at any subsequent January Session! 
to divide tlic county, county of a city or county of a town f 01 . 
sucii Sessions shall he I, olden into such districts for the nurnos f 
the said recited Act and of tins Act as to them shall seen, „J S , “ f 
dient, fixing within every such district a place or places w i 
the Petty Sessions shall be holdcn for such district respective]!" 
and every such division may be altered, and such order in wr ifinJ 
shall be made, specifying the boundaries thereof, ae i B diroctod b ti ° 

said recited Act, and the several other matters directed to bc doi.e 
m respect of any such division by the said recited Act shall be done 
and performed upon and in respect of every such division made under 
the authority of tins Act, and every such division shall be as valid and 
eiectualto all intents and purposes as if the same had been made at 
l e January Sessions next after the passing of the said recited Act 
and eveiy 1 etty Sessions Court held in any such district shall i J ' 
subject t0 {I* r , and regulations made and provided in „„d 
by the said recited Act as to the appointment of a Clerk to said 
Court, and the taking of Fees therein, and to all other niters to t 

l B °7f teTame " * T or “pirates therein, , 

as if the same were expressly repeated in this Act and re-enacted 

leiem, save so far ns the same are varied or altered by this Act. 

t where any M,,gis ' 

info, ination or complaint of a criminal nature, or upoifwhi h 2 “ 

as shall 7 f Me ° C > “ ° f 80 ”»»* «W 3 o 

the said Petty Sessions' !] ° ^ “ SaiJ Court ^ * Chrktf 

done at sucii Pettv Ses'si e icgi&try or record of the proceedings 

Justice or Jlfc?!, ’ “ cU 1,0011 3,laI1 ^ by the . 

been heard, on the da! “,"12 ' or complaint shall hare 
have been determined. ’ ^ com l ,Iamt or information shall 35 

Cl 

Potty" Sossiona be it further Enacted. That thi* n 

tokeo r ail Court shall enter in thn P i 7 h U 1 °* ^17 Petty Session 

)C£m» of the proceedings at Petty Se! ' , “ P * ^ h ™’ containin 8 » record 

or penalties, or portions 2 ^ ’ T aC °° lmt » ^ <* *<> 

■’ ^ oi penalties, imposed at said Court, and 40 



"Tiereat 1 or btJieiuvis! 7 md of rl •‘' U 0,0 Justl ™ 5 atte ” aT “g~ 

Shall be always' open to tl ’! appro P n6t »n thereof, and such account 
Sessions ; and if he shall * I " spection « f !ll >y Justice at sucii Petty 
hC ShaJI to do so, or shall make any false 

entry 
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entry in such account, he shall forfeit for every siicli offence a sum 
of to be recovered by any person who will sue 

for the same by civil bill before the Assistant Barrister of the county. 

And be it further Enacted, That once in every Three Months after 
ij [he passing of this Act, the Clerk of every Petty Sessions Court shall 
make out and transmit to the Chief Secretary to the Lord Lieutenant 
of Ireland, or, in his absence, to the Under Secretary for the time 
r - n - - h wi e > ■ - h i s- h an d , in the form in the Schedule to this 
Act annexed, of the proceedings at such Petty Sessions, and that 
io every such Clerk who shall wilfully make default in transmitting such 
Return, or shall wilfully make an untrue statement therein, shall, on 
conviction thereof before any Two Justices of the Peace of .said county, 
forfeit and pay for every such offence any sum not exceeding- Five 
Pounds, to be levied by distress and sale of the goods and chattels of 
15 such person so offending. 

And be it further Enacted, That from and after the passing of this 
Act, every information, examination and recognizance sworn, taken or 
acknowledged at any Petty Sessions in Ireland shall he transmitted by 
the Magistrates at such Sessions, or the Clerk of such Petty Sessions, 
20 to the Clerk of the Crown of the county, county of a city or county of 
a town in which such Sessions are holden, if the same shall relate to 
any matter to be tried or inquired into at the Assizes, and if to any 
matter to be tried or inquired into at the Quarter Sessions, theu- to- 
the Clerk of the Peace of such county, city or town, One week at the 
25 latest from the date of the committal for trial, or of the bailment of 
the party or parties accused by or i# such informations, or of the 
taking of such recognizance, as- the case may be, any thing in the said 
recited Act, or in an Act made in the ninth year of the reign of his 
late Majesty King George the Fourth, intituled, “ An Act for hn- 
30 proving the Administration of Justice in Criminal Cases in Ireland,” to 
the contrary thereof notwithstanding; and the Clerk of the Petty 
Sessions shall on every such information and recognizance endorse the 
true date of its being so transmitted, and shall, on the day before the 
day for holding each Petty Session, enter in the book containing an 
35 entry of the proceedings at the Petty Sessions, an account in writing, 
stating the particulars of the informations so transmitted by him since- 
the last sitting of such Petty Sessions, and to whom transmitted, and 
shall sign -such account; and if any Clerk of Petty Sessions shall 
omit or neglect to transmit any such examination, information or 
40 recognizance to the officer to whom it ought to be transmitted within 

the time aforesaid-; or to enier tii oigu u- 

shall forfeit for every such omission or neglect a sum of 
to be recovered by civil bill, before the Assistant Barrister of the county, 
by any person who will awe for the same ; .and if any Justice or Cleric 
/W43. A2 ° f 
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of Petty Sessions shall neglect or offend in any tiling contrary to t ] lc 
■ provisions of (his Act, it shall be lawful to and for the Court to whose 
officer any such information, examination or recognizance ou^ht to 
have been so delivered, anil such Court is hereby authorized and 
required, upon examination and proof of the offence in a summary 
manner, to set such fine upon every such Justice or Clerk as the J 
Court shall think meet. 

6. 

AND vvl,ercas i£ is said recited Act amongst otW things 

intSf™ ™ actcd> “ that cvel 'y warrant, information, conviction, committal, 
cases, recognizance or order of the Justices of Petty Sessions shall be signed | 0 

by Two Justices at the least,” and in consequence of said enactment 
requiring the attendance of Two Justices at every Petty Sessions, fre- 
quent adjournments of such Petty Sessions have taken place from the 
non-attendance of a sufficient number of Justices, although in many 
cases One Justice would be legally competent to transact certain parts 13 
of the business to be disposed of at such Petty Sessions ; FOR Remedy ^ 
whereof in such cases, Be it therefore Enacted, That in all cases in 
which by law any warrant, conviction, committal or order maybe 
made, or if that Act had not been passed, might have been made by, 
or any information or recognizance taken before One Justice of the 20 
Peace alone, it shall and may be lawful to and for any One Justice of " 
the Peace attending alone at the time and place fixed for holding any 
Petty Sessions to proceed, notwithstanding the absence of any other 
Justice or Justices, to hear, determine and dispose of all complaints, 
informations, mutters' and things wHaSoeveTtEpn ready to be heard, 25 
determined and disposed of at sucli Petty Sessions, which One Justice 
of the Peace is or may be byfnv competent to hear, determine or 
dispose of, or which might have been heard, determined or disposed 
of by One Justice if that Act had not passed, and to sign any warrant, 
conviction, order or committal, and to take any information or recog- 3 o 
nizance upon or relating to every suit, complaint, information, matter 
or thing which by law One Justice sitting alone is or may be em- 
powered to sign or take, or could have signed or taken if that Act had 
not been passed, 
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And be tt further Enacted, That every Justice of the Peace, at Petty 35 
Sessions or elsewhere, who shall receive any information on oath from 
any person complaining of his or her. having been assaulted, and who 
shall thereupon sign any summons or warrant against any person or 
persons, 111 order to their attending at any Petty Sessions to answer 
such complaint, shall, before issuing such, summons or warrant to be 4Q ,. 

— ”» "p* Tt wemup iu nmilia m'si icH 
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the Justices ut such Petty Sessions, if they shall think fit, to estreat any 
such recognizance on default of the party or parties thereto in not 
attending and prosecuting their said complaint and information, and 
to return the same to the Clerk of the Peace of the county, county of 
.5 a city or county of a town ; and if shall be lawful for the Assistant 
Barrister at the next Quarter Sessions, if he shall think fit, to issue his 
decree for the levying of the whole of the sums secured by such 
recognizance, or such part thereof as lie shall think proper, arid to 
-JirccrriRrsamc to be paiil to siicii infirmary, Hospital or Dispensary as 
10 he shall think fit, and such decree shall have the force of any decree 
of such Assistant Barrister, and shall be in such form as he shall think 
proper. 



g 

AND wheieas bylaw many fines and penalties, and portions of Grand Juries 
fines and penalties, are made payable to the infirmary of the county, 11““ 
*5 cit y> town or place wherein the conviction shall take place, and it is Knes^tPct- 
in some cases doubtful to what Infirmary the same should be paid ty Sessions. 

v - , 1 * are to be paid. 

and it may be expedient from time to time to direct the payment of 
such tnonies to particular local charities ; BE it therefore further 
Enacted, That it shall and may be lawful to and for the Grand Jury 
20 for every county, county of a city, or county of a town, at the Spring 
Assizes in every year, and to and for the Grand Juries of the county 
and county of the city of Dublin, at every Michaelmas Term, to 
declare and fix to what Infirmary or Infirmaries, Hospital or Hospitals, 

Dispensary or Dispensaries, supported in whole or in part by present- 
ay ment of such Grand Jury, the fines and penalties imposed at every 
or any Petty Sessions holden within such county, county of a city, 
or county of a town, and payable ini' law to the Infirmary of the 
county, city, town or place wherein the conviction shall take place 
shall be paid, and front time to time at such Spring Assizes and 
30 Michaelmas Term respectively to alter every such place of payment 
as they may think fit ; and every such Infirmary, Hospital and Dis- 
pnsary so fixed by such Grand Jury shall he deemed entitled to the 
payment of such fine and fines, and to all the remedies for the reco- 
very and enforcing the payment of and accounting for the same pro- 
35 vidcd lilw for enforcing suck payment and account to any County 
Infirmary. 



And be it Enacted, That it shall and may be lawful for the Lord 
Lieutenant or other Chief Governor or Governors of Ireland, from 
time to time, to order that any person detained ill custody under any 

an process issued on a recognizance shall be discharged from such cus- 
t°Uy, 011 or without payment oi ouenu » - 

that any money levied by ’any Sheriff or other officer or person under 
any such process, and not accounted for and paid by him, shall be re- 
paid to the person from whom it was levied,; either after deducting the 
. ^43 A 3 Sheriff’s 
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( c ) 

Sheriff’s fees, and the expenses of such process and levy, or without 
such deduction, or on such other terms as the Lord Lieutenant or 
other Chief Governor or Governors shall think proper; and the Lord 
Lieutenant, or other Chief Governor or Governors, shall also have power 
to direct that process on any estreated or forfeited recognisance shall 
not he executed. 



And belt Enacted, That from and after the passing of this Act 
every person ivho now holds or shall at any time hereafter I, old the 
office of Clerk of the Peace or Clerk of the Crown of any countv o r 
county of a city, or county of a town, in Ireland, shall keep in the place 
or town in the county, city or town of which he shall be such Clerk of 
the Crown or Clerk of the Peace, in which the Assizes for such county, 
town or city are or shall be bolden, an Office, in which he, or some 
sufficient and competent person appointed by him, shall attend, and 
such Office shall be kept open every day, except Sunday, Good Friday 
and Christmas-day, from the hour of Twelve of the clock until Three 
of the clock in the afternoon ; and if any Clerk of the Peace or Clerk of 
the Crown shall omit or neglect to keep such Office open, and to 
attend by himself, or some sufficient person, in the same during the 
said period of Three Hours in each day, or any part thereof, he shall 



for every such omission or neglect forfeit the sum of to 

any person who will sue for the same by civil bill before the Assistant 
Barrister having jurisdiction to determine causes by civil bill in the 
place or district in which such Office is or ought to be kept, or bv 



Clerk of the Crown shall and may be fined (whether sued for such 
penalty or not) by any Judge of Assize in such place, such sum not 
exceeding as he shall think proper for such omission or 

neglect. 



to 



And be it Enacted, That from and after the passing of this Act , it , g 
shall not be lawful for any Clerk of Potty Sessions in Ireland to 
demand or receive for engrossing or preparing any number of informa- 
tions relating to the same transaction any greater fee or reward than 
the sum of Two Shillings, and that he shall not demand or receive from 
any person any fee for engrossing or preparing any recognizance, unless 
he shall be required by such person, or some person on his behalf, to 
prepare the same. 



SCHEDULE, 
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>n consequence of the non-attendance of Magistrates, 
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